A Graphical User�s Guide ToThe Fantasy Adventure Game for VLA observersOpen the door, go north, ask the wizard for the knife, go east, kill the dwarf, go east, drink the potionOBSERVE Program by: Al Braun and Wes YoungGraphical User�s Guide by: Doug WoodVersion: 3.0

OBSERVEBrought to you by the National Radio Astronomy Observatory

What�s on the menu?File MenuSave all of the information about your session so you can resotre it later.Restore a previously saved session-------------------------------------Write the contents of the observe list to the file you submit to the VLA operatorsRead an old observe file. (It is better to use Save/Restore working environment if you can).-------------------------------------Save/Read a list to a file that Observe can understand.Read in data for the lists from simple input files.-------------------------------------Quit the programOptions MenuSet up various infomration about your run. Select this item when you start a new fileChoose this item to write all calibrator names in J2000 cooridnatesChoose this item to write all calibrator names in B1950 cooridnatesSelect this to choose how close the sun can be before a warning is generatedSelect this to choose how close planets can be before a warning is generatedEdit MenuLeave menu mode and enter list editing mode (same as pressing the SRC key on the keypad).In Insert/Lookup mode Observe looks up the source when you type its name in a listIn Copy/Paste mode Observe lets you copy and paste entries between listsChoose the default parameters to use when a new source is createdEnter a mode where you can make changes to the entire observe fileEnter a mode where you can make changes to a particular block of sourcesErase the entire contents of a list (be careful!)Open your favorate editor to edit or view a fileDatabases MenuSelect a source in a list then select this menu item to find the calibrators nearest the selected source.Display a summary of the various listsReports MenuSchedule MenuPrepare a short report that giv es an over view of the entire fileA report with more details about each observationA report with the sky frequency observed for each sourceA report with the time spent on each source and the hour angle coverate for each.A different kind of reportA hamburger with everything on it (very long!)Compute the observing schedule using the current data in the Observe ListChoose this to perform all calculations and write the schedule using on source dwell times.Choose this to perform all calculations and write the schedule using durations on each source.Choose this to perform all calculations and write the schedule in terms of LST stop times

Modes, modes and more modesLIST MODE

Are you preparing an observe file forCONTINUUM observations??Are you preparing an observe file forSPECTRAL LINE observations??Be sure that you have selected Continuum mode in the StartingConditions set up (see previous page)Go to page 13Be sure that you have selected Line mode in the StartingConditions set up (see previous page)Go to the next page.

7 in Spectral Line Mode in Spectral Line Mode in Spectral Line Mode in Spectral Line Mode in Continuum Mode in Continuum Mode in Continuum Mode } in Continuum Mode